


A Tipperary Landed Estate: Castle Otway 1750-1853. By Miriam Lambe. Maynooth Studies in
Local History, Numl «r 17 (Trish Academic Press, 1998). 45 pp. £5.95.

For some vears, Mavnooth has not only been running a veryv successful post-graduate course
in local historv but has to date published, in a series of twenty pamphlets, some of the results of
that research. (I'he twentieth pamphlet and of interest to Tipperary readers, a study of marriage
and property in eighteenth century Limerick, by the English historian T.C. Barnard, is an
exception to this.) The pamphlet under review is the first in the series to deal with Tipperarv
history.

The Otways were one of those Tipperary landed families who owed their position to an
ancestor having served in the army of Cromwell. Bv the mid-nineteenth century the family had
some six-and- a-half thousand acres near Nenagh. After the Act of Union the family was largely
absentee but continued to have an impact on the region. The only member of the family to
make a bigger than local “splash” was Robert Otway Cave, who represented the county at
Westminster in the late 1830s and early “40s. Given the circumstances of the founding of the
family in Ircland, this gentleman’s politics were progressive enough to earn from the gicat
O’Connell such lavish praisc as “the House of Commons does not contain a man of more pure,
honourable and patriotic mind”.

This study, because of the availability of sources, starts around 1750 and closes in 1853 with
the sale of the property in the Encumbered Estates Court. It therefore goes from famine to
famine, along the way charting a local response to the economic ups and downs of a century or
50. The story is told in three sections. The first deals with the estate during the sccond halt of
the eighteenth centurv and centres on Thomas Otwayv (1731-86) as landlord, making the case
that in his relations with his tenants he has been too harshly judged.

[t is nol made clear to what extent he was an “improving” landlord, a matter on which
perceptions of harshness or benevolence very much depend. Given the scanty nature of source
material, the writer’s discussion of the role of agents is of intercst. The agent in 1827 writing to
his boss in London, confessing his inability to sort-out a particular problem and asking Otway
Cave to come home for at least a week, cannot have impressed. It appears that the agent in
question did not keep his job for long.

The second section deals with the latter part of the period and, with more sources available,
the emphasis is placed on the tenantry. The writer’s claim that labour on the estate was
provided not just by cottiers but by tenant farmers needs clarification. The statement that
MacCarthy of Springhouse (not “Springfield”) was a middleman on the Butler (Cahir) estate, is
not correct. The example cited of a landlord in 1847 using tenant right as a spur to emigration
deserves more detailed trealment. The extent to which the “Ulster Custom” was in operation
outside that province has not been sufficiently noted in general works on the period.

It may well be that the demands of the format of this serics constrain the writers to omit
some of their research. The rclationship between thesis and pamphlet is not clear. Perhaps the
writer will address some of these topics in a future issue of this journal. Another topic of great
interest is the impact of population increases on the estate. The notion that cottiers did not form
a significant element on the estate prior to the Famine seems exceptional. The surrender of a
lease in 1834 is mentioned, which added around 34 tenants to the direct control of the estate.
Were these holdings viable? What was the history of evictions on the estate during the late
1840s? Do the unpublished, limited but detailed official records of cvictions in the National
Archives provide any information on this?

The third section of this study looks at the Castle Otwav/Templederry community in the
contexts of education, religion and (being Tipperary) the ready application of violence as a
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merchanism of protest. In trying to recover something of the lives of ordinary pcople during
the carly decades of the nineteenth century the writer faces the difficulty at the heart of all such
attempts, namely the fact that the sources allowing the most intimate glimpses of such lives, the
records of crime, by definition do not concentrate on ‘normal’ life and are generally geared to
an official perspective.

For example, in 1847, a caretaker on the Otway estate and a man seemingly known
personally by Mrs. Otway Cave, was murdered. This individual had been (was?) a notorious
faction leader and perhaps his death was no more than his past catching up with him. As the
writer makes clear, an incident like this prompts a host of questions but allows no more than a
picket of answers.

This study of a Tipperary family and their estate is a welcome addition to the not very large
but thankfully growing body of well researched Tipperary history. As one would expect, it has
maps, tables, source citations and a photograph of the ruins of Castle Otway. Hopefully, now
that a start has been made, further pamphlets in this series will illuminate other aspects of the
county’s historyv.

Denis G. Marnane

Notices

God be with the Chimneys of Cappawhite. By Bob Conway (The Central Press, Bray, Co.
Wicklow, 1998). 193 pages. £8.99.

The author, born in Cappawhite in 1926, left it in 1954 and worked as a pharmacist, but these
affectionate memoirs suggest that he never really left the community of his youth. His father
was principal of the Vocational School in that village for many years and in a very anecdotal
style, the sights, scenes and characters of a vanished era are revived.

Jack Judge the Tipperary Man. By Verna Hale Gibbons (Sandwell Community Library Service,
1998). 316 pages. £11.60.

It’s a Long Way to Tipperary, one of the best known songs of the 20th century, was written
by Jack Judge (1872-1938), whose first biography this is, produced as part of a flowering of local
history in the British West Midlands. Written in a breathless style, this book tells all one might
need to know (and more) about the man who made Tipperary famous.

The Centenary Co-operative Creamery Society Ltd: A Century of Co-operative Endeavour
1898-1998. By Raymond Smith (Mount Cross Publishers, Dublin, 1998). 176 pages. £5.

This mix of social and economic history does what the title indicates. There are lots of
photographs and an index.

The Roscrea Conference: Celebrating 25 Consecutive Years 1987-1999. (Roscrea People). £5
postage paid.
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A 36-page commemuorative booklet, no author acknowledged — but no prize for guessing his
identity, concealed behind that of “Editorial Assistant Carmel Cunningham”. A worthwhile
souvenir; but only while stocks last.

Full Tide - a miscellany. By Michael Coady. (Relay Books, Tyone, Nenagh, 1999). 182 pages,
£12.65.

The sub-title tells it all — prose, poetry, autobiography and (incredibly) a photograph of a
Carrick woman born 214 years ago,who died 142 years ago!

The Life and Times of a Railwayman: Limerick Junction 150 Years On. By P. ]. Slattery
(Published by the author, 1998). 257 pages. £10.

This attractively produced and well illustrated account of the well-known railway station is a
mixture of railway history and personal experiences, by a man whose working life and that of
his father were spent on the railway. All aspects of life in Limerick Junction are entertainingly
dealt with by this writer.

Growing Up in Carefree Days: Life in Rural Ireland as it was. By Pat Slattery (The Rose Press,
Garryroon, Cahir, 1998). 190 pages. £6.

Written by the well-known rose grower, who was born in Rehill near Cahir in 1916, onc of
ten children. Written in a colloquial style, this memoir has a very strong sense of family, rooted
in place.

The Famine in the Kilkenny/Tipperary Region: A History of the Callan Workhouse and Poor
Law Union, 1845-1852 (Callan Heritage Society, 1998). 102 pages. £6.50.

This is a very well produced book, the front cover photograph being particularly evocative.
Most of the text was written by John Walsh and there is a section on the Famine in
Slieverardagh by Dr. William Nolan. Many of the official voices are allowed speak for
themselves.

Boherlahan-Dualla Historical Journal, 1998. Edited by Peter Meskell and Marian Ryan
(Bohcerlahan/Dualla Historical Journal Society, 1998). 106 pages.

For a small historical society covering a small geographical area, this is an ambitious
publication, for which the society in question deserve congratulations. Among the articles of
interest are accounts of Andrew Finn, author of books on Cashel Corporation and The Rock;
the building of the railway line from Goolds Cross to Cashel 100 years ago and something of
the history of the Max and Phillips families of Gaile. This publication also carries a well-judged
sclection of photographs. Hopefully, a second issue will be forthcoming.

Catherine Mahon, First Woman President of the INTO. By Sile Chuinneagain (INTO, 1998).
232 pages. £5.
The subject of this study was born in Laccah in North Tipperary in 1869 and became the first
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woman president of INTO in 1912-13. While concentrating on INTO matters, this study also
offers much of interest with respect to issues of gender a century or so ago.

Newport, Co. Tipperary: The Town, Its Court and Gaols. By William ]. Hayes (Lisheen
Publications, Roscrea, 1999). 72 pages. £5.

Written to commemorate the restoration of the bridewell in Newport, this booklet is more
than an account of that building. It gives an overview of law and order in the district in the 19th
century. It is well illustrated with clear black and white photographs, maps and — a particular
feature — sketches. A very attractive publication.

The Church of SS. Michael & John, Cloughjordan, Co. Tipperary: A Centenary History
(Local Committee, 1999). 56 pages. £3.

In the late 19th century, Cloughjordan was the only town in the diocese of Killaloe not to
have a Catholic church. People had to attend the church at Grawn, some two miles from the
town. This George Ashlin designed church was built in Cloughjordan a century ago at the end
of around £15,000. A feature of the church is glass by Harry Clarke and Evie Hone. This booklet
also has a selection of photographs of aspects of local life.

How We Were - in the parish of Kilbarron-Terryglass, Co. Tipperary. By Bridie O’Brien
(Relay Books, 1999). 396 pages. £12.

The writer, a native of Coolbawn, returned home in 1976 after many years working as a
teacher in England. This book is a labour of love and covers all aspects of local life. It is well
illustrated, with a good index.

A Biographical Dictionary of Tipperary. By Martin O)’'Dwyer (Folk Village, Cashel, 1999). 444
pages. £20.

A substantial attempt on Tipperary lives with an emphasis on military careers, compiled
from standard sources.

From Bun Ciamalta Vale to New South Wales. By Roger Kennedy (Relay Books, 1999). 136
pages. £4.95.
The autobiography of a North Tipperary priest (1916-94), who worked in Australia (1943-91).

Thurles: A Guide to the Cathedral Town. By William J. Hayes (Lisheen Publications, Roscrea,
1999). 54 pages. £3.50.

This is the second short modern guide to Thurles (the first, by Donal O’Gorman, appeared in
1984) and with its attractive combination of text, maps, photographs and drawings, delivers a
very palatable history of the “Cathedral Town”. This guide also includes a description of the
numerous commemorative plaques about the town and a listing of Thurles writers, past and
present.
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Cahir: A Guide to Heritage Town and District. By David J. Butler (Cahir Tourism-Heritage
Association, 1999). 48 pages. £2.00.

Surprisingly, for a town with such an interesting history (not to mention many heritage
buildings), Cahir has long lacked a suitable guide book - a deficiency remedied by the
publication of this walking tour. While aimed at visitors, this booklet has much to sav to locals,
giving a depth of fascinating detail, while ensuring that visitors do not feel patronised by bland
generalities. A feature of the guide is the use of evocative line drawings by Derck Ryvan  a
whole series of sketches in place of the more usual photographs. Places of interest in Cahir
district are also described. Additionally, this booklet has a biographical dictionarv of famous
sons and daughters of Cahir and a guide to tracing Cahir ancestors.

Lackeen: a late medieval and later settlement in Tipperary North Riding. I'dited by Tom
Conduit and Gabriel Cooney (Archacological Treland, PO Box 69, Bray, Co. Wicklow, 1999).
6 pages. £2.50.

This is Heritage Guide No. 6 of this attractive and excellent series. It describes a neglected
historical site, just off R438 ncar L.orrha, once an O’Kennedy stronghold.

St. Ailbe’s Heritage — a guide to the history, genealogy and towns of the archdiocese of
Cashel & Emly (Tipperary Heritage Unit, 1999). 124 pages. £6.

This is a report and update of a guide first published in 1994. Tt was compiled by FAS
trainees at the centre in Tipperary town housing parish records from the diocese of Cashel &
Emly. Apart from brief accounts of Cashel, Thurles, Templemore and Tipperary, there are short
sketches of notable personalities. Given its publisher, unsurprisingly, the main focus of the
guide is an introduction to diocesan “roots”.

St. Michael’s Parish Church, Tipperary. By Denis G. Marnane (St. Michael’s Press, Tipperary,
1999). 46 pages. £4.

This is a well illustrated (with some colour photographs by Frank Burgess) history of
Tipperary parish church, designed by J. |. McCarthy and built around 1860. The various
sections of the booklet deal with the building of the church, its interior, the stained glass and
burials in and around the church. Other aspects of parish history or activities are not dealt with.
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